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the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim December 10, 
2006, as Human Rights Day; December 15, 
2006, as Bill of Rights Day; and the week 
beginning December 10, 2006, as Human 
Rights Week. I call upon the people of the 
United States to mark these observances with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 13, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 14. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Memorandum on Designation of 
Officers of the Department of Justice 
December 8, 2006 

Memorandum for the Attorney General 

Subject: Designation of Officers of the 
Department of Justice 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 
3345 et seq., I hereby order that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. During 
any period when the Attorney General, the 
Deputy Attorney General, the Associate At-
torney General, and the officers designated 
by the Attorney General pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. 508 to act as Attorney General have 
died, resigned, or otherwise become unable 
to perform the functions and duties of the 
office of Attorney General, the following offi-
cers of the Department of Justice, in the 
order listed, shall perform the functions and 
duties of the office of Attorney General, if 
they are eligible to act as Attorney General 
under the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, until such time as at least one of the 
officers mentioned above is able to perform 
the functions and duties of the office of At-
torney General: 

United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York; 

United States Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Virginia; and 

United States Attorney for the Western 
District of Texas. 

Sec. 2. Exceptions. (a) No individual who 
is serving in an office listed in section 1 in 
an acting capacity, by virtue of so serving, 
shall act as Attorney General pursuant to this 
memorandum. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
memorandum, the President retains discre-
tion, to the extent permitted by the Federal 
Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 
et seq., to depart from this memorandum in 
designating an acting Attorney General. 

Sec. 3. The Memorandum for the Attor-
ney General of March 19, 2002, entitled 
‘‘Designation of Officers of the Department 
of Justice,’’ is hereby revoked. 

Sec. 4. The Attorney General is authorized 
and directed to publish this memorandum in 
the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:31 a.m., December 11, 2006] 

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on December 12. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 9, 2006 

Good morning. This week, I held impor-
tant meetings at the White House about the 
situation in Iraq. 

On Monday, I met in the Oval Office with 
one of Iraq’s most influential Shi’a leaders, 
His Eminence Abdul Aziz Al-Hakim. We dis-
cussed the desire of the Iraqi people to see 
their unity Government succeed and how the 
United States can help them achieve that 
goal. 

On Thursday, I had breakfast with Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of Britain. We discussed 
the sectarian violence in Iraq and the need 
to confront extremists inside Iraq and 
throughout the region. The Prime Minister 
explains it this way: ‘‘The violence is not an 
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accident or a result of faulty planning. It is 
a deliberate strategy. It is the direct result 
of outside extremists teaming up with inter-
nal extremists—Al Qaida with the Sunni in-
surgents and Iran with Shi’a militia—to fo-
ment hatred and thus throttle, at birth, the 
possibility of nonsectarian democracy.’’ 

The Prime Minister and I also discussed 
the report I received this week from the Iraq 
Study Group, chaired by former Secretary of 
State James Baker and former Congressman 
Lee Hamilton. Their report provides a 
straightforward picture of the grave situation 
we face in Iraq. The Iraq Study Group’s re-
port also explicitly endorses the strategic goal 
we’ve set in Iraq: an Iraq that can ‘‘govern 
itself, sustain itself, and defend itself.’’ 

The report went on to say, quote, ‘‘In our 
view, this definition entails an Iraq with a 
broadly representative government that 
maintains its territorial integrity, is at peace 
with its neighbors, denies terrorism a sanc-
tuary, and doesn’t brutalize its own people. 
Given the current situation in Iraq, achieving 
this goal will require much time and will de-
pend primarily on the actions of the Iraqi 
people.’’ 

I agree with this assessment. I was also 
encouraged that the Iraq Study Group was 
clear about the consequences of a precipitous 
withdrawal from Iraq. The group declared 
that such a withdrawal would, quote, ‘‘almost 
certainly produce greater sectarian violence’’ 
and lead to ‘‘a significant power vacuum, 
greater human suffering, regional destabiliza-
tion, and a threat to the global economy.’’ 
The report went on to say, ‘‘If we leave and 
Iraq descends into chaos, the long-range con-
sequences could eventually require the 
United States to return.’’ 

The Iraq Study Group understands the ur-
gency of getting it right in Iraq. The group 
also understands that while the work ahead 
will not be easy, success in Iraq is important, 
and success in Iraq is possible. The group 
proposed a number of thoughtful rec-
ommendations on a way forward for our 
country in Iraq. My administration is review-
ing the report, and we will seriously consider 
every recommendation. At the same time, 
the Pentagon, the State Department, and the 
National Security Council are finishing work 
on their own reviews of our strategy in Iraq. 

I look forward to receiving their rec-
ommendations. I want to hear all advice as 
I make the decisions to chart a new course 
in Iraq. 

I thank the members of the Iraq Study 
Group for their hard work and for the exam-
ple of bipartisanship that they have set. The 
group showed that Americans of different 
political parties can agree on a common goal 
in Iraq and come together on ways to achieve 
it. Now it is the responsibility of all of us 
in Washington—Republicans and Democrats 
alike—to come together and find greater 
consensus on the best way forward. 

As part of this effort, I met this week with 
House and Senate leaders from both parties, 
as well as senior members of the Armed 
Services, Foreign Relations, and Intelligence 
Committees. We had productive discussions 
about our shared duty to forge a bipartisan 
approach to succeed in Iraq. The future of 
a vital region of the world and the security 
of the American people depend on victory 
in Iraq. I’m confident that we can move be-
yond our political differences and come to-
gether to achieve that victory. I will do my 
part. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
December 8 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December 
9. The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 8 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. In his 
address, the President referred to Abdul Aziz Al- 
Hakim, chairman, Supreme Council for the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iraq. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Statement on Congressional Passage 
of Outer Continental Shelf 
Legislation 

December 9, 2006 

I commend Congress for passing the 
Outer Continental Shelf legislation, which 
will help to reduce our dependence on im-
ported sources of energy by increasing access 
to domestic sources of oil and gas. Devel-
oping these reliable domestic resources in an 
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